Generic resolution for local jurisdictions in New Jersey (8/15/2010 draft)
Fill in blanks, modify and add to this draft as necessary to reflect the local situation. This can be a learning tool for elected officials who consider it. Make sure it mentions the local savings that will result from national health insurance, and from a state single payer system. Editable MS Word file available at www.njoneplan.org.   

(Name of local jurisdiction)

Resolution to endorse Congressional H. R. 676 US National Health 

Insurance Act, and to direct the NJ Legislature to propose and adopt state legislation to provide publicly-funded and privately delivered comprehensive health care to every NJ resident.  

WHEREAS, every person in (name of jurisdiction) and in the United 

States deserves access to affordable, quality health care, AND

WHEREAS, the existence of thousands of public and private

insurance providers and regulators has resulted in extraordinarily complex health care business procedures that consume almost one third of our nation's expenditures for health care, AND

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey could save an estimated $2.2 billion per year on state employee health benefits and charity care (based on its 2010-2011 budget) if a Medicare for All health care system were in place; AND

WHEREAS New Jersey’s debt of $51 billion in un-funded post-retirement health benefits (2008 figure based on U.S. Government Accountability Office data) would no longer exist under a federal single payer system; AND

WHEREAS, (jurisdiction) annual cost for employee health benefits in (year) reached ___ million, ___% of our tax levy, and ___% of our annual budget, (substitute appropriate local statistics and savings here; add additional WHEREAS  clauses as necessary), AND

WHEREAS, rationing health care according to ability to pay has    diminished the overall health of our citizens to the point that the United States ranks thirty-sixth in quality by the World Health Organization and as many as 100 million citizens are denied appropriate health care in any year, AND

WHEREAS, statistics show that inequalities in healthcare diminish not only our well-being but also everyone's ability to work and prosper, AND 

WHEREAS, the failure to provide affordable and appropriate

preventative health care services places unnecessary and more

costly demands upon (local jurisdiction; eliminate if yours does not provide direct health care services) emergency health care

services, AND

WHEREAS, HR 676, a bill introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives, also known as the US National Health Insurance Act and Medicare for All, would expand Medicare to cover every person in the United States for all necessary medical care including prescription drugs, hospital, surgical, outpatient services primary and preventive care, emergency services, dental and vision care, long-term care, AND

WHEREAS, ninety members of Congress including _#__ from (state) and Congressman (local Congressperson, if appropriate) have already signed on in support of HR 676, AND

WHEREAS The Patient Protection and Affordability Act that Congress passed on March 23, 2010 and that President Obama subsequently signed into law is woefully inadequate in that it will leave at least 20 million Americans uninsured, will not control costs, and will not give Americans freedom to choose the medical professionals they prefer, 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the (jurisdiction) Council endorses HR 676 and calls on the Congress of the United States to pass this bill to improve and expand Medicare to cover every U.S. citizen, assuring comprehensive and efficient health care for all residents of the United States,

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the (jurisdiction) Council calls on the NJ State Assembly and Senate to propose and adopt state legislation to provide publicly-funded and privately delivered health care to every NJ resident, given that the US Congress has not yet acted in a timely and effective manner to relieve the healthcare crisis in our country.  

RESOLVED, this  ___ day of ____________, 20__.  

